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1
STORAGE BATTERY ARRANGEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Continuation-in-Part of International
Patent Application PCT/IB2008/001984, filed Jul. 30, 2008,
which claims the benefit of and priority to German Patent
Application No. 10 2007 035 946 .4, filed Jul. 30, 2007. Inter-
national Patent Application PCT/IB2008/001984 and Ger-
man Patent Application No. 10 2007 035 946.4 are incorpo-
rated herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to a storage battery arrange-
ment comprising a plurality of battery cells having a cell
housing and cell terminals protruding from the cell housing,
and a plurality of control units each comprising a control unit
housing and electronic circuitry provided for monitoring and
controlling the battery cell status inside the control unit hous-
ing.

Storage battery arrangements are widely used for power
supply of electronic devices and are of main importance for
hybrid vehicles. Hybrid vehicles require high sophisticated
cell arrangements in view of cooling the storage battery and
control of the cells. Therefore, control units are provided for
a set of cells comprising at least one of temperature sensor,
voltage sensor and current sensor for monitoring the status of
a set of cells.

For example, DE 43 37 020 C1 discloses a method for
monitoring a battery of hybrid vehicle by use of a temperature
sensor for a plurality of cells, a voltage and current measure-
ment unit for measuring the voltage of the plurality of cells
and the current flowing through the set of cells connected in
series. Based upon the measured temperature, voltage and
current data, the state of charge is calculated. In order to
monitor and control the status of each cell, WO 99/52167
discloses a control unit integrated in cylindrical cell housing.
The built-in controller controls the discharge and charge
cycles of the respective cell. There is no communication
between the cell control unit and a central control unit pro-
vided for a plurality of cells.

Integrating a control unit in the cell housing requires com-
plicated cell assembly. Further, the electronic circuitry of the
control unit is exhibited to high temperature in the inside of
the cell and must be protected from the cell chemistry.

Further, it is known to locate the current sensor and elec-
tronic circuitry of the control unit at significant distance away
from the battery cell terminals which requires specific wiring
and connection time.

SUMMARY

According to an exemplary embodiment, a storage battery
arrangement includes a plurality of battery cells each having
a cell housing having at least one cell terminal protruding
from an end of the cell housing. The storage battery arrange-
ment also includes a plurality of control units each having a
control unit housing and electronic circuitry provided inside
the control unit housing for monitoring and controlling at
least one of the plurality of battery cells. The control units
each include at least one control terminal extending to the
outside of the control unit housing, the control terminal being
electrically connected to the electronic circuitry. The size and
shape of each of the control unit housings are substantially
similar to the size and shape of the cell housings so that the
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control units can be arranged side-by-side among the battery
cells and electrically connected the same way to the battery
cells.

According to another exemplary embodiment, a storage
battery arrangement includes a plurality of cells each having
a housing and at least one terminal extending from an end of
the housing. The storage battery arrangement also includes a
plurality of controlunits each having a housing and electronic
circuitry provided therein for monitoring and controlling at
least one of the plurality of cells. Each of the control units
includes at least one terminal extending from an end of the
housing and electrically connected to the electronic circuitry
inside the housing of the control unit. The plurality of cells
and the plurality of control units are arranged side-by-side in
an alternating fashion such that a control unit is provided in
between a first one of the plurality of cells and a second one of
the plurality of cells.

According to another exemplary embodiment, a method of
providing a storage battery includes providing a plurality of
cells, each of the cells having a housing and at least one
terminal extending from an end of the housing. The method
also includes providing a plurality of control units, each of the
control units having a housing and electronic circuitry pro-
vided therein. Each of the control units include at least one
terminal extending from an end of the housing and electri-
cally connected to the electronic circuitry. The method further
includes arranging the plurality of cells and the plurality of
control units side-by-side in an alternating fashion such that a
control unit is provided in between a first one of the plurality
of cells and a second one of the plurality of cells.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a storage battery
arrangement comprising battery cells and control units
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of a control unit in a cylindrical
housing according to an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to an exemplary embodiment, a storage battery
arrangement is improved so that a cell control unit can be
easily installed in a storage battery arrangement so that the
control units can be handled as separate parts and connected
to a central control unit.

The storage battery arrangement comprises a plurality of
battery cells having a cell housing and cell terminals protrud-
ing from the cell housing and a plurality of control units each
comprising a control unit housing and electronic circuitry
provided inside the control unit housing for monitoring and
controlling the battery cell status, wherein the control units
comprise control terminals extending to the outside of the
control unit housing, said control terminals being electrically
connected to the electronic circuitry, and wherein the shape of
the control unit housings are adapted to the shape of the cell
housings so that the control units can be arranged side by side
to the battery cells according to the battery cells and electri-
cally connected the same way as the battery cells.

According an exemplary embodiment, the control unit is
designed similar to the battery cells, so that the control units
can be placed like battery cells adjacent to the battery cells the
respective control unit is provided for controlling.

A battery cell and a dedicated control unit can be connected
by use of copper bars mounted to a cell terminal and a corre-
sponding control terminal. The advantage of the similar
design of battery cell and control unit is that the control units
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can be packed and connected to the battery cells as simple as
if it were an additional cell. The control units have a compact
design allowing an easy installation into the battery pack and
an easy electrical connection without risk of confusion
between input and output of the current sensor of the control
unit. The positive and negative control terminals are simply
used according to the positive and negative cell terminals
wherein the positive and negative cell and control terminals
may differ from each other in length, diameter, position and/
or shape.

In a preferred embodiment, the cell housing and the control
unit housing have a cylindrical shape. Preferably, the diam-
eter of the cell housing and the control unit housing is (al-
most) the same.

In a further preferred embodiment of the storage battery
arrangement, a positive cell terminal and negative cell termi-
nal are protruding from a cell housing at a top side of the cell
housing. Accordingly, a positive control terminal and a nega-
tive control terminal are protruding from a control unit at a top
side of a control unit housing. Said positive and negative
control terminals are arranged in a distance to each other
similar to the distance of the positive and negative control
terminals so that dedicated cell terminals and control termi-
nals can be connected to each other via bus bars, or, in another
embodiment, the control unit can be placed on top of the
dedicated battery cell with the control terminals extending in
the direction of the cell terminals so that a control terminal
can be electrically and mechanically connected to a dedicated
cell terminal.

When battery cells and control units are placed side-by-
side to each other current connector bars can be connected to
cell terminals and control unit terminals such that cell termi-
nals of dedicated battery cells are electrically connected to
each other with the control units being connected in between.

Further, it is preferred when a plug connector is arranged in
the control unit housing, said plug connector comprising
terminals connected to the electronic circuitry and provided
to plug wire connection of the control units to a central battery
control unit. By way of the plug connectors of the control
units, control communication between the plurality of control
units and central battery control units becomes possible. Pref-
erably, the plug connector and the electronic circuitry are
provided for a field bus communication, e.g. by use of a serial
bus.

Further, it is preferred when a shunt is provided between a
positive and a negative control terminal of a control unit for
measuring the current flow between the positive and negative
control terminal. Said shunt forms a current connector bar and
the respective control unit is provided for connecting the
positive control terminal to a terminal of the battery cell other
than a battery cell the negative control terminal is connected
to. Thus, a control unit is serially connected between two
battery cells so that current flowing through the cells can be
measured by use of the shunt provided inside the control unit
housing between the positive control terminal and the nega-
tive control terminal.

Referring to FIG. 1, a storage battery assembly 1 is shown
in a schematic perspective view, said storage battery assem-
bly 1 comprising a plurality of cylindrical battery cells 2 and
dedicated cylindrical control units 3. Further, a central control
unit 4 is provided for controlling a set of battery cells 2 of the
storage battery assembly 1. The control unit 3 comprises
electronic circuitry for monitoring and controlling the state of
at least one dedicated battery cell 2. Each control unit 3
comprises a shunt for measuring the voltage flowing though a
positive control terminal 5a and a negative control terminal
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5b. Further, temperatures sensors, current sensors and/or
voltage sensors (not shown) can be integrated in the control
unit 3.

The control terminals Sa, 55 are protruding from the top
side of the control unit housing 6. Further, a plug connector 7
is provided in the control unit housing 6 preferably at the
bottom side of the control unit housing 6. The plug connector
7 comprises terminals 9 connected to the electronic circuitry
10 inside the cell housing 8, wherein plug connector 7 and
electronic circuitry are provided to communicate with the
central control unit 4 in order to transmit status information
about the status of the dedicated battery cell 2 to the central
control unit 4 and/or to receive control signals or control data
for controlling the charge/discharge cycle of the dedicated
battery cells 2 the control unit 3 is assigned to.

The control unit housing 6 has the same cylindrical shape
as the shape of the battery cells 2. Further, the positive and
negative cell terminals 11a, 115 are extending from the top
side of the battery cell housing 8 similar to the control termi-
nals 5a, 55 extending from the control unit housing 6.

Battery cell terminals 114, 115 and corresponding control
terminals 5a, 5b are electrically connected to each other by
use of current connector bars 12 extending between corre-
sponding cell terminals 11a, 115 and control terminals 5a, 56
in a manner known per se, where the cell terminals 11a, 115
have internal threads.

By use of the current connector bars 12, battery cells 2 can
be electrically connected in series with a control unit 3 seri-
ally connected in between. Optionally, battery cells 2 and
control units 3 can be connected in parallel depending on the
sensor integrated into the control unit housing 6. A current
sensor in the form of a shunt requires serially connecting a
control unit 3 wherein a voltage sensor requires parallel con-
nection.

Referring to FIG. 2, an exploded view of a control unit 3
having a cylindrical shape of the control unit housing 6 is
shown. The control unit housing 6 is divided into an upper
part 6a and an lower part 65. A printed circuit board 13 is
provided inside the control unit housing 6 carrying electronic
circuitry 10 for monitoring the status of at least one battery
cell 2, the control unit 3 is assigned to and/or for controlling
the charge/discharge cycle of the dedicated battery cell 2. The
electronic circuitry 10 and methods for monitoring and con-
trolling a battery status are well known in the art so that
further explanation is not required.

A shunt 14 is electrically connected to the electronic cir-
cuitry 10 and to a positive control terminal 5a and negative
control terminal 55 so, that current flowing between the posi-
tive and negative control terminal 5a, 56 can be measured by
the electronic circuitry. Further, it is of advantage to integrate
a temperature sensor into the control unit housing 6 con-
nected to the electronic circuitry 10 for controlling the battery
cell status by use of the measured temperature. For example,
a temperature sensor can be mounted on the metal part of the
shunt 14 close to the positive and negative terminal 5a, 5b.
Due to the high thermal conductivity of the metal parts of the
shunt 14 and the terminals 5a, 55, atemperature sensor placed
on those metal parts able to measure a temperature, which
corresponds to the temperature of the battery cell 2 connected
to the control terminal 5.

Further, a plug connector 7 is arranged at the bottom of'the
cell housing 8 comprising terminals 9 being connected to the
electronic circuitry 10. The plug connector 7 and the elec-
tronic circuitry 10 are provided for communicating with the
central control unit 4 as well as with other control units 5. For
example the plug connector 7 and the electronic circuitry 10
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can be provided for bus communication so that a control unit
3 is able to communicate with any other control unit 3 or a
central control unit 4.

As utilized herein, the terms “approximately,” “about,”
“substantially,” and similar terms are intended to have a broad
meaning in harmony with the common and accepted usage by
those of ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter of
this disclosure pertains. It should be understood by those of
skill in the art who review this disclosure that these terms are
intended to allow a description of certain features described
and claimed without restricting the scope of these features to
the precise numerical ranges provided. Accordingly, these
terms should be interpreted as indicating that insubstantial or
inconsequential modifications or alterations of the subject
matter described and claimed are considered to be within the
scope of the invention as recited in the appended claims.

It should be noted that the term “exemplary” as used herein
to describe various embodiments is intended to indicate that
such embodiments are possible examples, representations,
and/or illustrations of possible embodiments (and such term
is not intended to connote that such embodiments are neces-
sarily extraordinary or superlative examples).

The terms “coupled,” “connected,” and the like as used
herein mean the joining of two members directly or indirectly
to one another. Such joining may be stationary (e.g., perma-
nent) or moveable (e.g., removable or releasable). Such join-
ing may be achieved with the two members or the two mem-
bers and any additional intermediate members being
integrally formed as a single unitary body with one another or
with the two members or the two members and any additional
intermediate members being attached to one another.

References herein to the positions of elements (e.g., “top,”
“bottom,” “above,” “below,” etc.) are merely used to describe
the orientation of various elements in the Figures. It should be
noted that the orientation of various elements may differ
according to other exemplary embodiments, and that such
variations are intended to be encompassed by the present
disclosure.

It is important to note that the construction and arrange-
ment of the various exemplary embodiments is illustrative
only. Although only a few embodiments have been described
in detail in this disclosure, those skilled in the art who review
this disclosure will readily appreciate that many modifica-
tions are possible (e.g., variations in sizes, dimensions, struc-
tures, shapes and proportions of the various elements, values
of parameters, mounting arrangements, use of materials, col-
ors, orientations, etc.) without materially departing from the
novel teachings and advantages of the subject matter
described herein. For example, elements shown as integrally
formed may be constructed of multiple parts or elements, the
position of elements may be reversed or otherwise varied, and
the nature or number of discrete elements or positions may be
altered or varied. The order or sequence of any process or
method steps may be varied or re-sequenced according to
alternative embodiments. Other substitutions, modifications,
changes and omissions may also be made in the design,
operating conditions and arrangement of the various exem-
plary embodiments without departing from the scope of the
present invention.

2

What is claimed is:

1. A storage battery arrangement comprising:

a plurality of battery cells each comprising a cell housing
having at least one cell terminal protruding from an end
of the cell housing; and

a plurality of control units each comprising a control unit
housing and electronic circuitry provided inside the con-
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trol unit housing for monitoring and controlling at least
one of the plurality of battery cells;

wherein the control units each comprise at least one control

terminal extending to the outside of the control unit
housing, the control terminal being electrically con-
nected to the electronic circuitry;

wherein each of the control unit housings is substantially

similar in size, shape, and volume to each of the cell
housings so that the control units can be arranged side-
by-side among the battery cells and electrically con-
nected the same way to the battery cells; and

wherein a positive cell terminal and a negative cell terminal

protrude from the end of each of the cell housings and
wherein a positive control terminal and a negative con-
trol terminal protrude from an end of each of the control
unit housings, the positive and negative control termi-
nals being arranged a distance apart from one another
similar to the distance apart from one another of the
positive and negative cell terminals.

2. The storage battery arrangement of claim 1, wherein
each cell housing and each control unit housing have a cylin-
drical shape with substantially similar diameters and axial
dimensions.

3. The storage battery arrangement of claim 1, further
comprising current connector bars connected to the cell ter-
minals and control unit terminals such that the cell terminals
of dedicated battery cells are electrically connected to each
other with the control units being connected in between.

4. The storage battery arrangement of claim 1, further
comprising a plug connector arranged on the control unit
housing, the plug connector comprising terminals connected
to the electronic circuitry inside the control unit housing and
configured to electrically connect the control unit to a central
battery control unit.

5. The storage battery arrangement of claim 1, further
comprising a shunt provided between a positive control ter-
minal and a negative control terminal of the control unit for
measuring the current flow between the positive and negative
control terminals.

6. The storage battery arrangement of claim 1, wherein the
positive terminal of one of the control units is electrically
connected to the negative terminal of a first adjacent cell and
the negative terminal of the control unit is electrically con-
nected to the positive terminal of a second adjacent cell.

7. The storage battery arrangement of claim 1, further
comprising a shunt provided between the positive and nega-
tive terminals of the control unit for measuring the current
flow between the positive and negative control terminals.

8. The storage battery arrangement of claim 1, wherein the
positive and negative terminals of the control units are con-
figured substantially similar to the configuration of the posi-
tive and negative terminals of the cells.

9. The storage battery arrangement of claim 1, wherein a
spacing of the positive and negative terminals of the control
units is similar to a spacing of the positive and negative
terminals of the cells.

10. The storage battery of claim 2, wherein an axis of the
control unit housing of each control unit is spaced apart from
an axis of the cell housing of the at least one battery cell
monitored and controlled by the control unit.

11. The storage battery of claim 10, wherein the axes of the
control unit housings and the axes of the cell housings are
generally parallel.

12. The storage battery of claim 5, wherein current flows
through the shunt between the positive control terminal and
the negative control terminal.
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13. The storage battery of claim 1, wherein each battery
cell is surrounded by a gap, and the gap surrounding each
battery cell is continuous with the gap surrounding each other
battery cell to form a continuous void.

14. A storage battery arrangement comprising:

a plurality of cells each comprising a housing and at least

one terminal extending from an end thereof; and

a plurality of control units each comprising a housing and

electronic circuitry provided therein for monitoring and
controlling at least one of the plurality of cells, the
housing of each control unit being a separate structure
from the housing of each other control unit and from the
housing of each cell, such that each control unit may be
installed in the battery arrangement independent of each
other control unit and each cell;

wherein each of the control units comprise at least one

terminal extending from an end of the housing and elec-
trically connected to the electronic circuitry inside the
housing of the control unit;

wherein the plurality of cells and the plurality of control

units are arranged side-by-side in an alternating fashion
such that a control unit is provided in between a first one
of'the plurality of cells and a second one of the plurality
of cells; and

wherein each of the plurality of cells comprises a positive

terminal and a negative terminal extending from an
upper end thereof, and wherein each of the plurality of
control units comprises a positive terminal and a nega-
tive terminal extending from an upper end thereof.

15. The storage battery arrangement of claim 14, wherein
the housing of each of the control units is substantially similar
in size, shape, and volume to the housing of each of the cells.

16. The storage battery arrangement of claim 14, wherein
the housing of each of the control units and the housing of
each of the cells have a cylindrical shape.

17. The storage battery arrangement of claim 14, wherein
current connector bars connect the terminal of one of the cells
to the terminal of one of the control units.

18. The storage battery arrangement of claim 14, wherein
each of the plurality of control units further comprises a plug
connector arranged on the housing of the control unit, the
plug connector comprising terminals electrically connected
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to the electronic circuitry inside the housing of the control
unit and configured to electrically connect the control unit to
a central battery control unit.

19. The storage battery of claim 14, wherein each control
unit is spaced apart from the at least one battery cell it moni-
tors and controls.

20. The storage battery of claim 19, wherein a common
plane passes through a central portion of each housing of the
control units and through a central portion of each housing of
the cells.

21. The storage battery of claim 14, wherein each battery
cell is surrounded by a gap, and the gap surrounding each
battery cell is continuous with the gap surrounding each other
battery cell to form a continuous void.

22. A method of providing a storage battery comprising:
providing a plurality of cells, each of the cells comprising a
housing and more than one terminal extending from an end
thereof; providing a plurality of control units, each of the
control units comprising a housing and electronic circuitry
provided therein, wherein each of the control units comprise
more than one terminal extending from an end of the housing
and electrically connected to the electronic circuitry, the
housing of each control unit being a separate structure from
the housing of each other control unit and from the housing of
each cell; and installing each control unit in the storage bat-
tery independent of each other control unit and each cell, and
arranging the plurality of cells and the plurality of control
units side-by-side in an alternating fashion such that a control
unit is provided in between a first one of the plurality of cells
and a second one of the plurality of cells.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the housing of each of
the control units is substantially similar in size, shape, and
volume to the housing of each of the cells.

24. The method of claim 22, further comprising electrically
connecting a first terminal of one of the plurality of control
units to a positive terminal of the first one of the plurality of
cells and a second terminal of the control unit to a negative
terminal of the second one of the plurality of cells.

25. The method of claim 22, further comprising electrically
connecting each of the plurality of control units to a central
control unit.



